They keep stiff for
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TALKING TO a living
sculpture is an unnerving
business. Mid sentence
you realise that for the
past minute Gilbert — or
1 it George — has been
totally . immobile. Arm
raised, eyebrow arched,

drink tilted, gaze fixed — -

like a statue in fact.

Not that they’re unfriend-
ly statues, far from it. Excess-
ively polite, elegantly witty
and most concerned that you
should get your share of the
gin and tonic that they seem
to sip most of their waking
life.

George recounts an unfor-
tunate experience. Only yes-
terday he came down with a
cold. So bad in fact that he
could not touch a drop of
liquor all day. “We went to
bed rather early and I woke
up in the moming and for the
first time in my life I had this
terrific hangover. Gilbert got
it even worse. Once he actu-
ally fell from the dais during a
performance. I think it was
an overlzp from a drinking
sculpture to a singing sculpt-
ure actually...™

After another statuesque.

silenee I ask: “Is there ever
any point at which you are
not living sculpture?”
George: “Not that we've no-
ticed. There are points at
which one is a different sort
of living sculpture, but not
greater or lesser sculp-
ture..."”

“More framed — more
framed picces,” chimes in Gil-
bert. “The sculpture is our
work, with or without
people, even in an empty
gallery. When we present a
sculpture as we do in this
museum it is only a very
small part of our year, of our
life — our sculpture exists in
the studio orin the office. ..

“Tt is very, very dilficult to
be a sculpture, It's not diffi-
cult for us but it would be

very difficult for somecone
else. I think you almost have
to be born to it . . . but there
are things that you can learn.
We studied sculpture for a
long time, studicd art his-
tory.”

The rest of the -press is
getting the same unnerving
effect (“We can frighten
people — when wewantto")
Half way through a g

Gentlemen. Who were two
gentlemen with bowler hats,
who used to appear in restau-
rants, who were just known
as The Gentlemen . ..
“They’ve been doing lots
of research for the exhibition
— I think the catalogue’s up
to five volumes already.”™
Silence, stillness, more gin.
I offer a qmte from the

the questioner realises that
George or Gilbert or both
have resumed their statoe
form. Quite happy to stand
absolutely still, absolately
silent — maybe for the next
few hours.

1 mention that Melboume
conceptual artist Mike Brown
has expressed a desire to
paint them with whitewash.
George s not amused. “All
sorts of artists who are not
very good want to do things
with us, or to us — because
their own work & not
enough. We like artists to do
their own work, we like to do
our own work.”

You're never quite sure
when Gilbert 2nd Georpe are
having you on — which may
be all the time or never, or
both, perhaps.

“There’s going to be this
exhibition of the history of
Lving sculpture. Theres a
long history of living sculp-
ture, from the seventeenth
century onwards. Nearly
always two men. (“They only
specialise in two men”, inter-
poses Gilbert.) They've found
some people who call them-
selves J. a.nd J. who phot.c»

farmous buildmg for years
and years. Always beautifully
posed.

“Then they found some
people who call themselves L.
and L. who travelled Egypt
and all sorts of strange pless,
[By the time of their Mel-
boume press conference
L&L’s itinerary includes Aus-
tralia.] Again you find some
people who were called The

dgita: “The man who
::umbed.mththelhmemﬂ
knows the truth thinks ‘I do
nothing at all’, forma‘emg.
bca.nns touching, smelling

hours

G&G are very definite, they
do pot want anything else in
the background which might
dﬂnﬂ.{m&n their piece. Gil-

an amazing building you have
bere. IE's absolutely fascist,
it's completely like Hitler's

. idea, so cold, horrible.”

George spies a tree in the
corper. “There’s a tree Gil-
bert, we love trees, dont we.
We'll go over there . ..™
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BREAK for drinks and G&G
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ble for their press

clonngthceyns be holds that
only the senses are occupied
with the objects of semses.”

G&G are deligated. “Yes
that's right, we've never heard
that before; that’s very mnice.
1t seerns very similar.™

They apologise, theyre
not being very good at jokes,
the jokes are better when
thes’ve had more to drink.

“Drinking sculpture can
become very drunk. We are
going to do a book on drunk-
2n sculpture, We bave done
one book called Side by side
which is very much to do
with being sober. We're trying
to think of a title —ths is a
joke — we thought the second
title should be Shied by
shied.

Has anyone ever doubted
that their work is, in fact,
ART? “We are completely
accepted in cvery single gal-
lery. When you are in a gal-
lery you must be art, other-
wise you woukint be there,
because that's where the wt
is. The sculpture would be
immediately less art if it was
done in the streetl because
people wouldnt know it was
art. We wouldnt feel very
artistic doing it in the street.
We do works in public, out-
side of gallery situations, but
only in relation to art.”

We adjoum to the sculp-

piece. Standing
(“We dort like sitting on soft
chairs very much™), the Gor-
don's and tonic set up on 2
low table. The silences come
fast and furious as the rest of
the press attempt to mould
them into usable copy.

Where did you meet? “We
met at St Martin's which was
the [ast art school we went

m'audying painting? *“No,
actually we were i the lav-
atory at the time.”

Did you nmake your
arrangement there in the lav-
atory before you left? “Ch
no it’s still going o™

There’s nothing to stop
anyone becoming a Bwing
sculpture is there? “If you axe
able to do it, yes.”

What makes you specially
able to do it? “Weare able to
doit™

By this stage the idea of
two livicg statwes scems per-
fectly proper and natural It's
the press questioaers who are
becoming increasingly unreal.

Georpe tells a joke. He
tells of the man crimping pies
with his false teeth. Asked if
ke bzs nothing better to use,
replies: “Of course, bntlsa\re
that for the riag d

Gilbert steadfastly denies
he & a man. “Do I look
mannish, do I look mascu-
line?" More feminine then?
“Not really.” Neuter?
G P
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